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When the Bolsheviks confiscated the land from
the nobility and divided it among the farmers they
retained huge tracts of land which had belonged to
the imperial family- These lands they used as a
nucleus for the development of government-owned
farms, or sovkhozi, which are managed on the same
principle as factories.

They are worked by two groups: the permanent
workers, who live in the sovkhozi all year round,
and the seasonal workers, who are hired from
different co-operative farms for short periods at
planting and harvest time. The workers and their
families live in government-owned houses and
apartments* They have commune kitchens and
stcdovi, and in every other respect are similar to
the factory workers. The difference between this
form of farming and the kolkhozi is that the kolk-
hozi members participate in whatever profits there
may be, whereas sovkhozi workers get only wages
according to their work, without sharing the profit
or loss.

The communists visualized and hoped that this
form of agriculture would become common
throughout the country, and at the beginning they
hoped to raise crops for export in order to gain
valuta. Neither of these hopes materialized. After